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Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Sixth-form provision

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not previously inspected

What is it like to attend this school?
This is a friendly school where pupils are safe and well cared for. The school is
distinctly Christian. Its overarching aim is for pupils to ‘achieve their personal best,
by living and learning in Christ’. Leaders have high expectations of how pupils should
behave, and pupils behave well. Pupils are kind and considerate towards each other.
They accept that everyone is different. There is very little bullying. When it does
happen, staff deal with it quickly and ensure that it stops. Leaders want all pupils to
achieve well. In most subjects, pupils do achieve well.
Pupils are proud of their school and they take pride in themselves. They look smart
in their uniforms and are eager to tell visitors how much they enjoy school. Pupils
particularly enjoy the many activities on offer. These include residential trips that
have been carefully selected to build on what pupils are learning in lessons. Pupils
can visit Poland when studying the Second World War; and they can explore the
island of Sicily when learning about volcanoes. Pupils enjoyed the recent winter
sports day, when they were able to try sports such as curling.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Pupils achieve well in most subjects. This is because leaders make sure that topics
are taught in a logical order, and teachers make deliberate links to what pupils have
learned before. This helps pupils to build up their knowledge and to practise their
skills. For example, in science, pupils in Year 8 recall what they learned about
electricity in Year 7. This helps them understand how electric currents work. In most
subjects, teachers routinely check how well pupils have understood their work. They
look for gaps in what pupils know, and what they can do, and help pupils when they
feel stuck.
Two years ago, leaders noticed that pupils were not achieving as well as they should
in some subjects. They also noticed that disadvantaged pupils were not achieving as
well as they could. Leaders responded quickly, and their response has been
effective. In most subjects, pupils are now achieving well, including disadvantaged
pupils and pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Pupils
with SEND are provided with the support that they need in lessons.
There are some subjects where the curriculum is not as well planned. For example,
in design and technology and geography. In these subjects, topics are not
sequenced in a way that enables pupils to build up their knowledge and develop
their skills. Teachers do not always check how well pupils have understood their
work, and they move on to new topics too quickly. At other times, the curriculum in
these subjects does not challenge pupils enough.
Pupils are well behaved in lessons. They are keen to learn, and they take pride in
their work. Occasionally, they become distracted. However, this is only when
teachers have not planned work that is appropriate for them.
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One of the school’s aims is for ‘all pupils to use their talents and fulfil their academic
and spiritual potential’. Pupils have access to a wide range of opportunities to start
them off on this journey. They learn about different faiths during lessons, and there
is a broad offer of enrichment activities. For example, pupils develop an appreciation
of music and drama through whole-school productions, music ensembles and a
popular ‘choir and cookies’ group. Leaders make sure that pupils are ready for the
next stage of their education. They provide helpful advice when pupils choose their
GCSE courses at the end of Year 9, and they help pupils to settle quickly into the
sixth form. Students in the sixth form enjoy a rich and positive experience. They
achieve well, and they are provided with helpful advice and guidance. This ensures
that they are well prepared for university and the world of work.
Leaders, including governors and trustees, have an accurate understanding of the
school’s strengths. They also know what they need to do to improve the school
further.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Leaders ensure that pupils are safe in school. Pupils feel safe. Leaders conduct
thorough checks on all new staff to ensure that they are suitable to work with
children. Staff receive comprehensive safeguarding training. When they are
concerned about a pupil they are quick to pass information on to the school’s
safeguarding lead. Leaders are equally swift to access external help when it is
required.
Staff are aware of the potential risks for pupils outside school. They teach pupils
about the hazards associated with social media and encourage pupils to make
sensible choices.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
◼ In some subjects, the curriculum is not planned and sequenced in a way that
enables pupils to build their knowledge and develop their skills in a cumulative
way. This is particularly evident in design and technology and geography. At
times, this results in disengagement and some low-level disruption. Therefore,
leaders should ensure greater consistency in curriculum planning. They should
ensure that topics are taught in a logical sequence, so that pupils can deepen
their knowledge and develop their skills in a cumulative way.
◼ The most able pupils are not consistently given work that challenges them
appropriately so that they build on their prior learning and deepen their
knowledge, for example in design and technology and geography. Therefore,
teachers should plan work that is consistently well matched to pupils’ abilities.
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They should ensure that the work they plan for the most able pupils enables them
to build on what they have done before and deepen their understanding.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

141414

Local authority

Worcestershire

Inspection number

10111095

Type of school

Secondary comprehensive

School category

Academy converter

Age range of pupils

11 to 18

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Gender of pupils in sixth-form
provision

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

1,134

Of which, number on roll in the
sixth form

210

Appropriate authority

Board of trustees

Chair of board of directors

Joanna Griffin

Principal

James Hodgson

Website

www.hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection

Not previously inspected

Information about this school
◼ Hagley Catholic High School converted to become an academy in October 2014.
When its predecessor school was last inspected by Ofsted in October 2011, it was
judged to be outstanding overall. The school is part of the St Nicholas Owen
Catholic Multi Academy Company. The school has a Christian ethos.
◼ The school shares its post-16 provision with Haybridge High School. Haybridge
High School is located directly opposite Hagley Catholic High School.
◼ There are a small number of pupils accessing alternative provision at the
Worcestershire medical education team, and James Brindley School.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We
deemed the inspection a section 5 inspection under the same Act.
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◼ Inspectors met with the principal, vice principal and assistant principals.
Inspectors also met with the special educational needs coordinator (SENCo),
curriculum leaders, and a range of staff, including newly qualified teachers and
teaching assistants. Inspectors met with members of the academy trust, including
the Catholic senior executive leader, and the local academy committee. Inspectors
also discussed the work of the school with a representative from the diocese.
◼ Inspectors focused on English, French, science, design and technology and
geography during the inspection. Inspectors considered the school’s curriculum
plans, visited lessons and scrutinised pupils’ work. Inspectors also met with pupils
to discuss their learning in these subjects.
◼ Inspectors reviewed a range of documentation, including leaders’ plans to
improve the school, records of local academy committee meetings, and the
school’s attendance and behaviour records.
◼ When inspecting safeguarding, inspectors looked at the school’s procedures for
recruiting staff. Inspectors also considered the quality of staff training, and the
procedures that are in place to keep pupils safe.
Inspection team
Niall Gallagher, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector

Linda McGill

Ofsted Inspector

Gwen Onyon

Ofsted Inspector

Steve Byatt

Ofsted Inspector

Martin Spoor

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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