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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As I write the final Newsletter of the Autumn Term, never have I been more relieved to hear that
it’s raining! After 5 days of the most adverse weather conditions that the West Midlands has seen
for the last 10 years, we are hopefully finally over the worst of it. I would like to sincerely thank all
members of our community for your patience and support during this extremely challenging time.
No school ever wants to operate emergency closure procedures but the safety of our students and
staff is of paramount importance. I was very grateful for many of the messages that were put on
our school Facebook site in support of the decision to close the school and put safety first.
One of the things that the adverse weather conditions did test was the effectiveness of our
emergency closure procedure. Feedback to date indicates that posting details on the school website
and emailing all staff and parents worked well. We will continue, therefore, to follow this procedure
as laid out in the adverse weather conditions letter (recently published on the school website). The
exception to this will be if we have an emergency closure whilst the school is in session. In this
situation, we will send out a text alert sign posting you to our website.
So, now on to celebrate some of the highlights of this half-term.
Many of you will have enjoyed the Winter Concert which took place on 23 rd November. This was a
very successful event which reflects the talent and diversity of our musicians. A huge thank you to
the Music Department and to our musicians for your hard work and commitment.
On 1st and 2nd December, we were very fortunate to experience our Dance Show Cases which took
us Around the World in 80 Days. This production was yet another example of the hard work and
dedication of our staff and students. Thank you to Miss Williams, Mr Handley, Mrs Aston and Mr
Pounder for their support.
The last major celebration of 2017 will be the Christmas Carol Service, which will take place on
Thursday 14th December. This year the Christmas Fayre will be organised by the PTA who are raising
money to support the school developments. I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible
supporting the evening.
The final day of term will be a day of celebration and thanksgiving and will involve reward assemblies
and the school Christmas Lunch. It would be lovely to see as many students and staff as possible
sharing in this occasion. The Christmas Lunch costs £3.00 for students and will be purchased using
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the cashless system. Students will be asked to ‘sign-up’ for a Christmas Lunch by 14th December. As
published on the website, the school day will end at 2.20 pm on 19th December in order to enable
students and staff to travel home safely in daylight hours.
As the Spring Term begins on 3rd January, I respectfully ask for parental support in ensuring that
students attend school appropriately dressed in full school uniform as outlined in the student
organisers. Please consult the School Dress Code prior to buying new uniform to ensure that
appropriate purchases are made. Any student who returns to school after the Christmas break with
piercings, other than one in each ear lobe, will be asked to remove them with immediate effect.
Please note also that the requirement for outdoor coats is plain navy or black coat/anorak of
sensible design with no colour deviation.
I would also appreciate your ongoing support with keeping our school attendance as high as
possible. Our attendance has been hit this term by some really nasty bugs which means that by the
end of week 13 our average attendance was 96.6% compared with 96.9% for the same week in
2016/17. Our aim is to improve our attendance in the Spring Term to the same level as last year.
We will continue working at this and will get in contact with you as necessary. Please find below
the attendance broken down by year group for week ending:
Year 7: 97.7%
Year 8: 95.7%
Year 9: 96.7%
Year 10: 96.3%
Year 11: 96.5%
The Spring term will get off to a busy start with the first of our ski trips which leaves on Friday 5 th
January and returns on 12th January.
Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a happy and holy Christmas and send
every good wish for the New Year. I look forward to working with you all again in 2018.
Suzanne Horan
Principal
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Communication with Parents/Carers Contact Information
We have been making much greater use of electronic communication between the school and
parents/carers, sending letters and school information via email rather than sending letters home. It is
therefore imperative that the contact details we hold for all parents/carers are kept fully up to date, including
mobile number(s) and email addresses.
Text messages from school will come from the school text message service number 07860 095027, this is a
change from the original number we provided. Please save this number into your mobile contacts.
If you have changed your email address or mobile recently, or think that we might not have your correct
details, please send in a letter to Mrs Millard with the correct information.
Having the correct contact telephone numbers is also vitally important when a pupil is ill and needs to be
collected from school or as we have recently experienced emergency school closure due to adverse weather
conditions.
If you do not have an email address, please inform us and we will make sure that important information
reaches you by alternative methods.
Mr Jones
Network Manager

Page | 3

Emergency School Closure
As we are now firmly in the winter months, I thought it would be helpful to outline our emergency closure
procedures in the event that they are required. We are determined to do whatever we can to stay open to
staff and pupils despite any adverse weather conditions or other emergencies.
We will endeavour to have done the following by 7.00am on any day we have to close the school:





Notified the local radio stations.
Sent an email to the addresses of the parents/carers with parental responsibility that we currently
have on our database. Could I please ask that you keep us informed of any changes to your email
addresses so that we can update our database to keep you better informed.
Published a message on the school website (http://www.hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk).

We will do all we can to stay open. However, if for health and safety reasons we have to close during the day
and send pupils home before the normal end of the school day, we will not allow pupils in Years 7 – 11 to
leave without confirming with a family member that they can do so. We are planning to do the following if
we have to close during the school day:






Notify the local radio stations.
Send an email to the addresses of the parents/carers with parental responsibility that we
currently have on our database.
Publish a message on our website.
Send all pupils to their tutor rooms.
Ask any pupils who have mobile phones to contact their parents/carers. The form tutor will speak
briefly to the parents/carers and check that the pupil can leave the school and make their own
way home. We will contact the parent/carers of any pupils who do not have mobile phones.
Pupils will be dismissed once parental permission has been given for pupils to leave the site.

I would suggest all parents/carers identify a place of safety, which may be your home, to which your
son/daughter can go if we have to close.
I hope you appreciate that any decision to close the school is never made lightly. The safety of pupils,
parents/carers and staff will always remain the priority when making decisions.
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Adverse Weather School Day Arrangements
During periods of poor weather, there may be times when the weather conditions, although adverse, are not
bad enough to close the school. On such occasions, the school will operate a slightly amended day as detailed
below. We will notify parents/carers of the amended school day times by:


Sending an email to the addresses of the parents/carers with parental responsibility that we currently
have on our database.



Publishing a message on the school website (http://www.hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk).

On all such occasions, the start of the school day will be at 9:00am as usual. All pupils should travel as normal
and when they arrive in school go directly to their form rooms and not wait outside in the cold. We do expect
pupils to wear normal school uniform but we would encourage them to wear sensible footwear appropriate
for the weather even if not part of the uniform code.
To assist with the return journey we do plan to change the school day so that we can finish at 14:55pm.
During extreme weather the structure of the school day will be:
09:00 to 09:15

Registration

09:15 to 10:30

Lesson 1

10:30 to 10:45

Shortened break

10:45 to 12:00

Lesson 2

12:00 to 12:30

Shortened lunch break

12:30 to 13:45

Lesson 3

13:45 to 14:55

Lesson 4

This will allow the pupils to catch the 15:03pm service to Kidderminster or the 15:03pm service to
Stourbridge.
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SIMS Parent App
Do you want to help keep on top of your child’s homework?
Have access to their timetable?
See their achievements and behaviour?
With the New SIMS Parent App available for use on desktop computers, tablets and mobile phones
you can see what homework is due and what is required. Their timetable is also available which is
useful if they forget if it is Week A or Week B!
School reports are uploaded and can be viewed at any time particularly useful for parent’s evenings.
You can also amend your data using the data collection sheet. For example, if you change your email
address.
Please see example below:

An email has been sent to all parents/carers asking you to sign up for this useful tool. Please read
and sign up ASAP.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact either Mr Brown or Mrs Tyrrell by calling
the school on 01562 883193 or emailing on:

Mr Brown: dbrown@hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk
Mrs Tyrrell: styrrell@hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk
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Year 10 Careers Talks – Request for Volunteers
To help support our Year 10 pupils planning for their future careers I will be running careers talks during
January. I would like to invite guest speakers into school from different career paths to share their
experiences with our pupils to inspire them to think about their futures.

These talks will provide insights into some possible destinations, giving pupils the opportunity to hear firsthand the often-differing options available. I would be very grateful of parental assistance in supporting these
events by giving a talk about your own career, which would enable our pupils to get an insight into various
different career paths. Alternatively, do you know someone who would be prepared to spend some time
talking to our pupils?

These talks will take place on various dates and times between Monday 8th and Thursday 15th January 2018.
They will be based in a classroom situation and run for up to 30 minutes. If you able to help and support this
please contact me by email ktedd@hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk or telephone 01562 883193.

As a follow up to the careers talks, I will also be organising mock interviews for Year 10 pupils. These will run
towards the end of the summer term. This will give our pupils an opportunity to participate in a mock
interview, which will help them prepare them for future college, university or job interviews. I would also be
grateful of any parental assistance in supporting this event.

Please contact me either on the above email or via the main school reception.

Mrs Tedd

Medical Conditions
Could you please inform school if your child has/or no longer has a medical condition, so that we can
ensure we have up to date information.
Medical condition form can be found on our website or collected from Reception or the First Aid Room.
Many thanks
Annette Billinge
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The Hagley Pyramid of School’s presents “Schools of Rock”
Thursday 15th February 2018, Birmingham Town Hall
The Hagley Pyramid concert is almost upon us. The theme for this year’s event is “Schools of Rock”. Mr
Mallinson has been working with all the primary schools since September and will now start working with
our Hagley students next month. If your child would like to participate, then please get them to come along
to the music department and sign up!!!

To enable the project to be financially viable, we sell tickets (the concert usually sells out), have fund raising
events and have a few kind sponsors but the cost of the venue and the actual production keeps escalating
each year. However, one of our sponsors has kindly offered to produce a commemorative colour
programme for our “Schools of Rock” show in February. These will be complementary for every ticket
holder. I wondered if you own a business or are part of a company that you might like to help us by purchase
an advertising slot in this programme.
If you would like to see highlights of last year please click the link.
https://goo.gl/pxLpJC
Or scan this with your phone!

The cost to you would be £50 for a quarter page or £100 for a half page. This would be a fantastic way to
promote your business, support a local school and be a part of this exciting venture.
I look forward to hearing from you should you be interested in this exciting opportunity.
Fred Mallinson (Head of Music- Hagley Catholic High School)
fmm5@hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk
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Digital Christmas - Tips for Parents
Buying new tech for your children this Christmas? Don’t forget about online safety.
It’s that time of year again, and with the Christmas
shopping well under way (at least for the prepared)
many of us will be buying digital devices for children,
with technology continuing to feature high on those
wish lists for Santa.
This year’s top gaming consoles include the Xbox One X,
which was released on November 7th with its timing
(just ahead of Christmas) being no coincidence. It retails
for just under £450, but if Microsoft’s price tag turns you
off, then there’s always last year’s Sony PlayStation 4
Pro, which is available for just £300.

Children’s fascination with tablets doesn’t seem to be waning either. Whilst sales of adult tablets have
continually declined over the last three years, specially designed tablets for children under ten have remained
popular. This year sees the Kurio Tab Advance and the LeapPad 3 on the recommended lists. These give
parents the reassurance of a 'safe' web browser or no Internet access and games and pre-loaded apps which
are appropriate for children.
It’s when children reach the age of ten or eleven that the desire for more sophisticated technology sets in.
Young people may well become frustrated when they can't get the same games or apps as their friends have
on Android or iPad. Devices such as the Amazon Fire 7 offer a happy medium, allowing parents to set up
password-protected profiles so they can give each child access to only the books, games and apps they want
them to see. But what happens when children reach an age where they want to interact with their friends
online? Games consoles have always been highly targeted at the teenage market. Once designed solely for
playing games, consoles are now connected to the Internet to allow a more interactive and collaborative
experience. Consoles today don’t just allow gamers to play games with others, but also allow them to
exchange photos, engage in live messaging and even ‘host’ parties online.
Despite being very different devices, games consoles and tablets carry similar risks for young people. A recent
study of 11-16 year olds held by Kaspersky made for interesting reading. Whilst 23 percent had been asked
personal or suspicious personal questions online, as many as 20 percent said that they trusted the gaming
platform so much that they would see no problem meeting contacts from it in real life. Nearly a third of the
children in the study said that their parents had no idea who they talked to when they played games.
In the UK, a similar study held by the Oxford Internet Institute (OII) at Oxford University — which analysed
Ofcom data from 515 homes with 12-15 year olds — found that eight percent of those who had been
interviewed had been contacted by strangers. Four percent said they had encountered another person
pretending to be them online and two percent had seen something of a sexual nature that had made them
uncomfortable. Their parents were also interviewed about whether they had used technical tools to control
or manage their child's access to online content. Only one-third of the parents said they used content filters,
with two-thirds (66%) saying they had not. One quarter (24%) of the parents did not know or were unaware
of the filter technology at the time of the interview.
But whilst filtering might seem like a quick fix, one that can be ‘switched on’ and then forgotten about,
questions still remain about whether this is truly an effective way of protecting young people. Even the best
filters are never completely watertight, and on the flip side, some filters can be so strictly configured that
they can over-block, preventing teenagers from accessing helpful content on topics such as sexual
relationships or drug and alcohol abuse.
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Rather than prioritising Internet filtering, the OII study (amongst others) suggests we should place greater
focus on educating and supporting teenagers about using the Internet responsibly, with emphasis on how
teenagers manage online experiences that make them feel uncomfortable or scared. Parents should start the
conversation about online safety at a young age, so more serious conversations about risk can be discussed
as the child gets older. Once young people know that their parents understand what can happen online, it
gives them greater confidence to approach parents for an open dialogue about any concerns and bring to
light any negative experiences they might have had.
Parents should consider turning off cameras and geolocation settings in Christmas presents to protect their
children from hackers, the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) has warned. Smart toys and wearable
devices are among the most desirable children’s toys this Christmas, but the regulator has warned their
internet connectivity presents safety risks from hackers. The guidance comes amid growing concern about
the susceptibility of cameras, microphones and sensors on toys to hacking.

Page | 10

KEY CALENDAR DATES FOR PARENTS 2017/18
AUTUMN TERM 2017
SEPTEMBER
Monday 04
Tuesday 05
Wednesday 06
Thursday 07
Tuesday 12
Wednesday 13
Friday 15
Tuesday 19
Wednesday 20
Friday 22
Tues 26
Wed 27
Thursday 28

TED Day (Staff only)
Staff and Sixth Form Only
TED Day (Staff only)
Term Starts for all Pupils
Gregory House Mass, Year 7 Photographs, Year 12 and13 Assembly
Year 12 Information Evening (7pm)
Library Support Committee Welcome Meeting 1
Year 11 Mass and Year 10 Assembly
Miss Saigon Dance Matinee and Year 11 Information Evening (7pm)
Library Support Committee Welcome Meeting 2
Year 9 Mass, Year 7 Assembly and Year 10 Photographs
Year 10 Information Evening (7pm)
Library Support Committee Welcome Meeting 3

OCTOBER
Monday 02
Tuesday 03
Thursday 05
Friday 06
Monday 09 – Friday 13
Tuesday 10
Wednesday 11
Friday 13
Saturday 14
Monday 16
Tuesday 17
Thursday 19
Monday 23 – Friday 27
Monday 30
Tuesday 31

Year 7 Family Mass (7pm)
Year 8 Mass and Year 11 Assembly
Halas House Music Evening (6.30 - 8.30pm)
Mufti Day 1
Year 11 Work Experience
Year 7 Mass and Year 9 Assembly
Winter Sports Day
TED Day (Staff only)
Open Day
Year 11 Food Science Controlled Assessment Week
Year 10 Mass and Year 8 Assembly
Sixth Form Open Evening
Half Term
Year 7 – 11 Assemblies
All Saints Masses, Year 12 and Year 13 Assembly

NOVEMBER
Wednesday 01
Thursday 02
Tuesday 07
Thursday 09
Saturday 11
Monday 13 – Wednesday 22
Tuesday 14
Friday 17
Monday 20 – Friday 24
Tuesday 21
Thursday 23
Tuesday 28

Page | 11

All Saints Masses, Annual Dance Show
Annual Dance Show
Year 11 Mass, Year 10 Assembly and Senior Maths Challenge
Year 13 Parents Evening
Twickenham Trip
Year 11 Mock Examinations
Sixth Form Mass and Ten Ten Theatre Assemblies (Years 8 -10)
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Year 13 Assessment Week
Year 10 Mass and Year 7 Assembly
Winter Music Concert (7pm)
Year 8 Mass and Year 9 Assembly

DECEMBER
Friday 01
Sunday 03
Monday 04
Tuesday 05
Thursday 07
Tuesday 12
Thursday 14
Tuesday 19
Wednesday 19 – Tuesday 02
January

Mufti Day 2
Advent Starts
Ski Trip Information Evening and Year 11 Mock Results
Year 7 Mass and Year 11 Assembly
Year 11 Parents Evening
Year 9 Mass and Year 8 Assembly
Christmas Carol Service (7pm)
End of Term, School to Close Early, 2.20pm
Christmas Holidays

SPRING TERM 2018
JANUARY
Wednesday 03
Friday 05 – Friday 12
Monday 08 – Friday 12
Tuesday 09
Monday 15
Tuesday 16
Thursday 18
Monday 22 and Tuesday 23
Tuesday 23
Tuesday 30

Start of Term for Staff and Pupils, Year 7 – 11 Assemblies
Junior Ski Trip
Year 12 Assessment Week
Year 8 Mass and Year 9 Assembly
Year 13 Mock Examinations
Wulstan House Mass and Year 7 Assembly
Year 7 Parents Evening
St Nicholas Owen Masses
Year 11 Assembly
Year 11 Mass, Year 12 and Year 13 Assembly

FEBRUARY
Thursday 01
Friday 02
Tuesday 06
Thursday 08
Monday 12
Tuesday 13
Wednesday 14
Thursday 15
Friday 16
Monday 19 – Friday 23
Monday 26
Monday 26 – Friday 02
March
Tuesday 27

Intermediate Maths Challenge Years 9 - 11
Mufti Day 3
Year 10 Mass, Year 9 Challenge Team Assembly, Year 11 and Year 13
Photographs
Year 12 Parents Evening
Year 9 Vaccinations
Year 7 Mass and Year 8 Assembly
Ash Wednesday
Pyramid Concert (Birmingham Town Hall 7pm)
Year 10 and Year 11 Poland Pilgrimage
Half Term
Year 7 – 10 Assemblies
Year 12 Assessment Week
Year 9 Mass and Year 11 Assembly

MARCH
Thursday 01
Tuesday 06
Thursday 08
Tuesday 13
Thursday 15
Monday 19
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World Book Day
Chad House Mass and Year 10 Assembly
Year 9 Parents Evening
Year 11 Mass, Year 8 Assembly, Year 7 Penny Race, Year 8 and Year
9 Vaccinations
Spring School Games
Year 9 Options

MARCH
Tuesday 20
Thursday 22
Friday 23
Tuesday 27
Wednesday 28
Thursday 29
Friday 30 – Friday 13 April
Friday 30 – Friday 6 April

Sixth Form Mass and Year 7 Assembly
Year 8 Parents Evening
Mufti Day 4
Year 10 Mass, Year 12 and 13 Assembly (Sixth Form Elections)
Presentation Evening 7pm (To be Confirmed)
Maundy Thursday, Year 7 – 10 Assemblies, End of Term
Easter Holidays
Ski Trip

SUMMER TERM 2018
APRIL
Monday 16
Monday 16 – Friday 20
Tuesday 17
Thursday 19
Tuesday 24
Wednesday 25 – Sunday 29
Thursday 26
Monday 30 – 8 May

Start of term
Year 12 Assessment Week and Year 9 ICT Examinations
Sixth Form Mass and Year 10 Assembly
Year 10 Parents Evening
Anselm Mass & Year 9 Assembly
Year 10 Sicily Trip
Junior Maths Challenge
KS3 (Year 7, 8 and 9) Examinations

MAY
Tuesday 01
Wednesday 02
Monday 07
Tuesday 08
Thursday 10
Friday 11
Monday 14
Tuesday 15
Monday 21 – 25
Monday 21
Tuesday 22
Monday 25 – Friday 01 June

Year 7 Mass and Year 11 Assembly
Youth Makes Music (Kidderminster Town Hall)
May Day Bank Holiday
Year 8 Mass, Year 12 and 13 Assembly, Year 9 ICT Resits
Halas House Disco (6.30 - 8.30pm)
Mufti Day 5 and Walk a Mile Sponsored Walk, Years 7 – 10 (PM)
Year 11 GCSE and Year 12 AS Examinations Begin
Year 9 Mass and Year 7 Assembly
Mass Band Primary Tour
Year 13 A Levels Examinations Begin
Bede House Mass, Year 12 and 13 Assembly
Half Term

JUNE
Monday 04
Monday 04 – Wednesday 06
Monday 04 – Monday 25
Tuesday 05
Monday 11 – Friday 15
Tuesday 12
Wednesday 13
Monday 18 – Friday 22
Tuesday 19
Tuesday 26
Wednesday 27
Thursday 28
Friday 29
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Year 7 – 10 Assemblies
Year 10 Geography Fieldwork
LRC Presidential Election Campaign
The Voice Mass and Year 10 Assembly
Year 12 Mock Examinations
Mass Band Mass and Year 8 Assembly
Sports Photographs
Year 12 Higher Education Week and Year 10 Examinations
Year 10 Mass
Year 11 Graduation Day and Mass
Sixth Form Induction Day
Year 11 Prom
Mufti Day 6 and St Peter and St Paul

JULY
Monday 02 – Friday 06
Tuesday 03
Wednesday 04
Friday 06
Monday 09 – Friday 13
Monday 09 – Wednesday 11
Tuesday 10
Wednesday 11 – Thursday 12
Thursday 12
Monday 16 – Wednesday 18
Wednesday 18
Friday 20

Gower Trip 1
Year 13 Leavers Day
New Intake Day
Walk a Mile Sponsored Walk Reserve Date and Year 13 Leavers Ball
Gower Trip 2
Year 12 Geography Field Trip
Kenelm House Mass and Year 10 Assembly
Art Exhibition (5 – 7pm)
New Intake Evening
Primary Music Tour
Summer Sports Day
Year 7 – 10 Celebration Assemblies, End of Term Summer Holidays

AUGUST
Thursday 16 August
Thursday 23 August

A Level Results 9.00am, AS Results 11.00am
GCSE Results 9.30am

TERM DATES
2017/2018
AUTUMN TERM 2017
Training Day
Term Starts
Training Day
Half Term
Term Ends

Monday 4th September 2017
Wednesday 6th September 2017
Tuesday 5th September 2017 (Years 12 & 13)
Thursday 7th September 2017 (All year groups)
Friday 13th October 2017
Monday 23rd October - Friday 27th October 2017
Tuesday 19th December 2017

SPRING TERM 2018
Training Day
Term Starts
Half Term
Term Ends

Tuesday 2nd January 2018
Wednesday 3rd January 2018
Monday 19th February - Friday 23rd February 2018
Thursday 29th March 2018

SUMMER TERM 2018
Term Starts
May Day
Half Term
Term Ends

Monday 16th April 2018
Monday 7th May 2018
Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June 2018
Friday 20th July 2018

BANK HOLIDAYS
Good Friday
Easter Monday
May Day
Spring Bank Holiday
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Friday 30th March 2018
Monday 2nd April 2018
Monday 7th May 2018
Monday 28th May 2018

TERM DATES
2018/2019 PROPOSED
Autumn Term 2018

Training Day
Half Term
Term Ends

Monday 3rd September 2018
Tuesday 4th September 2018
Wednesday 5th September 2018 (Years 12 & 13)
Thursday 6th September 2018 (All year groups)
Friday 12th October 2018
Monday 29th October - Friday 2nd November 2018
Friday 21st December 2018

Spring Term 2019
Term Starts
Half Term
Training Day
Term Ends

Monday 7th January 2019
Monday 18th February - Friday 22nd February 2019
Friday 22nd March 2019
Friday 12th April 2019

Summer Term 2019
Term Starts
May Day
Half Term
Term Ends
Training Day

Monday 29th April 2019
Monday 6th May 2019
Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 2019
Friday 19th July 2019
Monday 22nd July 2019

Bank Holidays
Good Friday
Easter Monday
May Day
Spring Bank Holiday

Friday 19th April 2019
Monday 22nd April 2019
Monday 6th May 2019
Monday 27th May 2019

Training Day
Term Starts

Page | 15

